
 

What ’s an FSA ID and  Why Do I Need One?  
The FSA ID, which replaced the Federal Student Aid PIN in May 2015, is the username and 
password you use when you visit certain U.S. Department of Education web



 

 

Top FSA ID Tips 

�x Never tell anyone else your FSA ID—not even your parent, child, school official, or loan company 
representative. Remember, your FSA ID is your signature. Protect it!  

�x Create your own FSA ID. Letting someone else create or use your FSA ID can cause problems or delays 
with your student aid. And never make an FSA ID for someone else. 

�x You’ll use your FSA ID every year you fill out a FAFSA and for the lifetime of any loans. So be sure to take 
a little time while making it to create a memorable username, password, and answers to your “challenge 
questions.” Keep your FSA ID in a safe place, or memorize it.  

�x One of your parents might need an FSA ID as well. If you need to provide information about your parents 
on the FAFSA, one of your parents will have to sign the application. Your parent can create an FSA ID and 
then sign the FAFSA electronically using that FSA ID. Not sure whether you will need to put your parents’ 
information on the FAFSA? Check out StudentAid.gov/depend ency .  

�x Each e-mail address can be associated with only one FSA ID. If you share an e-mail address with 
someone else, only one of you will be able to use that e-mail address to create an FSA ID. So, for instance, 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/dependency?utm_source=factsheet&utm_medium=document&utm_content=dependency&utm_campaign=2015fsaid
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